
John Moti
December 23, 1917 - November 11, 2017

Six weeks shy of his 100th birthday, John Moti passed away on November
11th, Veteran’s Day. 

Born in Harrisburg, PA to Romanian immigrants Sava and Saveta (Elizabeth)
Moti, he was the 2nd of seven children, and the oldest son. The family moved
to Detroit, MI, in the early 1920s where his family struggled through the great
depression. 

At age 9, John’s natural ability for music was discovered. He began piano
lessons, and his passion was born. As a musician in the 1930’s, he traveled
throughout the mid-west with his church playing trumpet and piano (his
Trumpet Trio was later featured on the radio on the Henry Ford Hour in 1937.)
He joined Ford Motor Company in the late 1930s as a tool and die maker,
where in the early days, he met, and was observed by, Henry Ford himself.
Through hard work, and a strong work ethic, John’s contributions were
recognized and was entered in to a special engineering program sponsored
by Ford Motor Company. He went on to become a resident engineer, which
led to an opportunity to move his family from Detroit to Cupertino in the late
1950s, opening the Ford plant in Milpitas, CA. During World War II, John took
military leave and served as a Sergeant in the Army Air Corps. While waiting
deployment in Okinawa, Japan, the war ended, and John returned to work at
Ford. 



A family man first, he was a dedicated husband and father to seven. He met
the love of his life, Shirley May, from Joliet, IL, while vacationing in Saugatuck,
MI. After a one-year, long-distance courtship, they married in 1949. After 45
years of marriage, Shirley passed away. They had seven children: Robert
Moti, Michael Moti, twins Larry Moti & Linda Evans (Greg), Sally Moti, Janet
Moti and Jeanne Moti-Apodaca (Andrew,) and four grandchildren: Alissa
Evans, Nicholas Evans, Julian Apodaca and Oliver Apodaca. 

 

An accomplished athlete, John thrived on hard work and physical activity. He
enjoyed playing tennis, baseball, volleyball, and watching football and
basketball. He loved the outdoors and working in the garden, but mostly loved
spending time with his family. He lived his life fully and with integrity. 

He is survived by his seven children, four grandchildren, sister, Pauline
Cassidy of Sterling Heights, MI, brother Sammuel Moti (Virginia) of Gross
Pointe, MI, and many nieces and nephews in Florida, Colorado, Arizona and
Misouri. He is preceded in death by his wife Shirley, parents and four of his
sisters, Viola Igrison, Mary Toth, Helen Baird, and Elizabeth Marshall. 

 

John will be laid to rest in a private burial on Monday, November 20th. A public
memorial service is scheduled for January 13th, 2018, at the First Baptist
Community Chuch, 17765 Daves Ave, Monte Sereno, CA 95030. 

 

Our dad, our grandfather, our brother, our loyal friend, our trusted advisor, our
inspiration. John will be sorely missed. 

 

"In lieu of flowers the family requests that donations be made to St Jude's
Chilren''s Research Hospital. 501 (c)(3)."
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Dan Igrison - December 02, 2017 at 11:16 AM

Condolences and memories from Danny Igrison, nephew, 
 Out of the adults in my life, I honored your mom and dad so much

because they set aside their weekends for Lenny and me. They
didn't have a choice! We just came! 

 We'd play catch, eat good food, go on planned trips together, but
most of all in the evening I loved listening to your father playing the
piano and other instruments. He would play along with the TV
music. I was amazed at the talent of this man--my Uncle Johnny. 

 Even after 52 years the memories of the things we did together are
very sharp. 

 One question I would have to ask your family. Did your family throw
a big party after we finally went home to our parents? 

 I only had about 3 conversations with Uncle Johnny on the phone
after I was out of the Navy, but every conversation was so warm
and pleasant like no time passed in between. 

 Thank you, family, for sharing your parents with Lenny and me for at
least a year and a half.

JA

jamalicat - January 08, 2018 at 04:02 PM

Hi Danny, My dad definitely had great memories of those times. We
have pictures from those visits of you and Lenny outside throwing
around the football (or one or two of the boys!) I came across one
photo of me with you...I am about a year old so I don't have memories
of this time, but I did hear about it a lot - not only from my dad, but also
from Michael and Robbie! He talked about touring the ship, too! Hope
you are doing well!!



CS

Catherine Snelgrove - November 16, 2017 at 10:15 PM

2 files added to the album New Album Name

JE
Jeanne - January 09, 2018 at 03:57 PM

Thanks C'ryne. This was when I was regnant with Oliver.So nice to
have these.


